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President’s Message
Celebrating the Y’s 175 anniversary in 2019
 by Franco Savoia

It was 1975. The Toronto Y was in an overdraft position at the bank with $800,000 on a $3 
million budget. Meeting payroll was increasingly a challenge. It was determined that we would 
all take 5 days off without pay. Some of us continued to work regardless of whether we got paid 
while others took the time off. But at the time this wasn’t extraordinary. My wife at the hospital 
had taken three days off without pay because they had to find savings.

Peter Dinsdale, CEO of YMCA Canada, attended our May Alumni Executive meeting. In his 
candor he shared that there continues to be Ys in serious financial difficulty. Efforts continue 
to be made to provide supports to assist staff teams and Y boards find their way out of their 
challenges and continue to serve their communities.

I remember reading in the Father of the Red Triangle, George Williams’ biography that he often 
would travel throughout England and Europe and personally assist local Y chapters with grants 
and donations so that they could continue to serve.

It is hard to believe that with these persistent challenges the Y would continue to develop, 
evolve, grow and thrive.

This August marks the 175th anniversary of the YMCA in the world. Thousands gathered in 
London to celebrate the achievements of this organization and for some, a movement to make 
a world a better place, one person at a time.

It seems miraculous that this organization has not only survived but grown and evolved, 
making it one of the longest living charitable organizations in the world. We discussed this 
organizational perseverance at our last Alumni Executive meeting. The magic sauce we 
concluded seems to be a solid value base with a heavy dose of pragmatism. There is a continual 
cycle of renewal, growth, decline and rebirth. And the right leader always seems to come at the 
right time.

Many of us as Y Alumni were blessed with the opportunity to provide leadership in whatever 
part of the cycle of our respective Y. Let us honour the contribution we each made in this 
outstanding anniversary year.

And let us reaffirm and provide support to those leading the Y in 2019. And in spite of all of the 
problems and challenges, in 25 years, the YMCA will celebrate its 200th anniversary.

fsavoia@shaw.ca
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Alumni News

Birthday Greetings
July Janet Johnson-Dawson, Tom Coon, 
Gordon McKay, Ron Coulombe, Henry 
Labatte, Joyce Bernhardt, Bill Owen, Russ 

Canadian YMCA
Alumni

News

Tielines 
Tielines is published bimonthly at the end of February, April, June, August, October, and mid- 
December.  Staff at the YMCA of Northern Alberta lays out and prepares Tielines for production.  
Thanks to Nick Parkinson (President and CEO), Michelle Hynes-Dawson (VP Marketing and 
Communications), and Scott Hutcheon (Senior Director, Communications). Franca D’Angelo 
(General Manager, National Office YMCA Canada) distributes Tielines. Colin Hatcher is the Editor. 

Secours Spéciaux 
Don Noble reports that as of June 25 he has received 13 donations totalling $2,250. In a 
recent letter to all members, Don attached a testimonial statement from a YMCA staff family 
thanking us for our support through Secours Spéciaux. Canadian YMCA Alumni cannot issue 
a tax deductible receipt for donations to Secours Spéciaux but your support to this program 
is greatly appreciated. Don can be reached at don.noble060@sympatico.ca or at 5273 Driscoll 
Drive, Manotick, ON K4M 1E9. 

Davey, Peter Noble, Steve Hemming, Bette 
Gerhardt, Rich Bailey. 

August Dr. Chuck Griffith, Jack Bernhardt, 
Beyene Haile, Gary Gray, Nancy Forrest. 
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Canadian YMCA

Alumni News
PATRICIA PELTON, President of the World 
Council of YMCAs
Patricia Pelton, President of the World Council of YMCAs joined us for our June 
Executive Meeting. Patricia is the first woman to be elected as President. She resides 
near Calgary, AB and often attends our YEG (Calgary) Alumni meetings.  

She shared with us that World Council is initiating several steps to update governance 
aspects of the Council, that a partnership meeting with the YWCA, United Nations and 
the Boy Scouts movement took place in January and that the Nobel Peace Prize Medal 
awarded to John R. Mott in 1946 was being auctioned by a major international auction 
firm. This is being followed with great interest. In addition to having a strong YMCA 
presence and the Ecumenical Movement in America, Mott was President of the World 
Alliance of YMCAs. Adult great-great-grandchildren of John R. Mott presented her with 
a replica of the medal at the YMCA 175 Global Youth Conference in London, England 
early in August. 

We were indeed privileged that Patricia joined our meeting. 

Photo Credit: Lexi Johnson
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In celebration of 175 years since its founding, the YMCA175 global youth event was held in 
London, England from August 4–7, 2019. 

Organized by YMCA Europe and hosted by YMCA England & Wales in partnership with the 
World YMCA, YMCA USA, and the YMCA World Urban Network, the special event connected the 
YMCA’s global movement to build relationships and strengthen cross-cultural understanding, 
celebrate 175 years of the YMCA’s impact on youth and communities around the world, and 
create solutions to address social challenges.

The Canadian delegation included 100 people from 22 YMCA Member Associations. They 
joined over 3000 young YMCA leaders from around the world who gathered together to 
inspire, challenge and engage while looking towards the future. They brought their energy, 
creative vision and solution-focused approaches to the conference’s four core program areas: 
Civic Engagement, Economic Empowerment, Environment, and Health.

Many of the sessions were recorded and can be viewed on the event’s website. Canadian 
participants contributed to the learning and experiences of conference delegates in a number 
of ways, including: 

• Lindsay Martin from YMCA of Greater Vancouver, sharing her ideas on how everyone has  
 the potential to unleash positive change in communities. (Livestream recording beginning 
at 30:15)

• Tony Richard, Gerard Sagassige, Jonathan Sacchitiello and Samantha Stirpe from the YMCA 
of Greater Toronto hosted a KAIROS Blanket Exercise: a unique, participatory history lesson 
that fosters truth, understanding, respect and reconciliation among Indigenous and non-
Indigenous peoples.

• Andrew Borrelli and Nicolas Greenfield from the YMCAs of Quebec presented a session 
with Colin MacFarlane from YMCA Scotland that explored the concept of innovation versus 
replication related to program development. 

• Ester Pike from the YMCA of Okanagan presented a session on generational differences and 
future trends in global economy.

Y Initiatives 

YMCA175: 
Inspire, Challenge and Engage 
by Angela de Burger
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Alumni News

Here’s to the next 175 years of the YMCA empowering 
young people to bring about positive change in their 

communities, helping to shape our future world!
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Hello Fall!

Photo Credits: Lexi Johnson
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Reminiscences
by Franco Savoia 

Shout Out to Bill Owen 
I was the CEO of the YMCA of St. Catharines. It was 1992 and our 
Board wanted to start a YMCA Foundation to encourage donors 
as they ended their pledges to the YMCA’s capital campaign by 
making a legacy gift to the YMCA. We had heard that Bill Owen had 
initiated an endowment program and Foundation in the Vancouver 
Y. 

Bill Gallaway, my Board Chair, and I arranged to meet with Bill at the Y Canada  
AGM. He made it sound so simple. Invite these very close friends of the Y to make future plans 
for the YMCA and form a Heritage Club to recognize them. There was an annual dinner to 
inform and keep them updated. It was simple formula. 

We invited Bill to come and meet with some of our board members and staff. He outlined the 
framework of the YMCA Foundation in Vancouver that he had started some 15 years earlier 
and the success that the program had enjoyed. As these individuals passed gifts came into 
the Y ranging from $2000 to $600,000. Bill Gallaway, our Board Chair, reached out to some 
longtime key volunteers and staff. We each made a commitment to make legacy provision for 
the YMCA. And with that we had our first Heritage Club dinner in 1993. 

Thank you Bill for getting the YMCA of St Catharines and now YMCA Niagara on this long term 
rewarding program for both donors and the YMCA. I became a charter member and I get my 
invitation annually to the  Heritage Club dinner as the number of Heritage Club members have 
continued to grow. 
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Reminiscences

Communications 
Our Communications Committee, chaired by Gary Gray and supported by Bill VanGorder 
and Franco Savoia is working on some strategies to encourage people to join or renew their 
memberships in Canadian YMCA Alumni. Our current membership stands at 108. In a bid 
to keep in touch with what we are doing as individuals and what is going on in our Alumni 
groups, we agreed as an executive group to write in 500 words or less how we have been 
doing in our respective retirements. Here follows a couple of introductions.  Watch for more 
of these in coming issues of Tielines. We encourage all members to write similar notes about 
their retirement activities and local Alumni group events. Send these to Colin at chatcher@
telusplanet.net.
 

Jacqueline Jenkins
For 35 years, I was blessed with an interesting, challenging and beautiful environment to 
work in each day.  YMCA Geneva Park.  I worked with and for some wonderful people and 
visited most YMCA facilities from Victoria BC to Saint John’s Newfoundland. To this day I still 
communicate with friends from across Canada. 
What keeps me busy during my retirement:

1. Taking my grandchildren to gymnastics, wrestling and swimming weekly,     
sleepovers, school trips and school visits, craft time and family movie nights.

2. Helping my son build his new house. I’m not so good with a hammer but sure can paint.
3. Keeping up with my ever growing gardens.
4. Working out at the Orillia YMCA.
5. Volunteering with the YMCA Alumni as membership coordinator.
6. Golfing as much as she can find time for.
7. Volunteering to Knit and Crochet socks, hat, mitts, slippers, blankets, sweaters    

etc. for cancer patients, soldiers, sailors, senior centres and women and children shelters.
8. And of course, “Living the Life” while I still can! 

Sol Kasimer
I enjoyed a wonderful 32 year career in the YMCA working in Montreal and then YMCA Canada.
After  leaving the Y in 2002, I worked for several other charities including Altruvest (CEO), The 
Learning Partnership (National Adviser), Imagine Canada (Senior Adviser) and JUMP Math 
(SeniorAdviser). Rachel and I are celebrating our 50th Anniversary this year, We have two 
daughters, Dahlia and Danielle. We enjoy travel, music, theatre, arts and spending time with 
family and friends. We are expecting our first grandchild in August. I stay in shape by playing 
tennis and jogging. 
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Neko
by Hal Studholme  
 
Greetings. My Name is Neko. I am of the Feline species, Calico orientation, and if I 
do say so myself, one of the most beautiful examples of my kind. I have come to 
believe that the ancient Egyptian humans had the correct understanding of my 
species. Was not one of their gods an exulted feline named Bastet? Pardon me, I 
digress, but the reference was important in recognizing the dignity to which I feel 
we of the fair species are entitled. If you would, please do not use that demeaning 
title, CAT. 

I live with two elderly humans, who, although not always attentive to my wants 
and needs, do their best. For the most part I understand their limitations and 
accept them. As it happens I do owe them a degree of gratitude as they did 
rescue me from an absolutely horrible place called an animal shelter. Somehow, 
as an infant, I was separated from my mother and siblings and ended up in 
that place of horrors. Think of it yourself, dozens of my species, many of inferior 
breeding and rearing, and nearby in the same facility… DOGS! I shudder each 
time I remember that squalid period. I am truly thankful that I was saved from 
God-only-knows what fate.

I mentioned previously that my humans do try to respond to me in an appropriate 
and timely fashion. But, they can be annoying, specially the male. First, his beard.  
Human men should not attempt to emulate other species and grow hair. They 
have no idea how to groom and make themselves presentable. Completely 
bald would suit them best. Another thing, he over-reacts when I playfully nip 
at his ankles, no sense of humour at all. And I grow weary of his incessant talk 
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of something called, The Y. Nude swimming (gross!), rolling about on dusty  
canvass mats (disgusting!); not at all to my idea of proper living, although I do 
think his descriptions of games with balls is very interesting. I do love balls. 

Now the female is much, much better as she obviously recognizes the dignity 
I spoke of earlier. She is quite sweet, saying very complimentary things and 
causing me to purr with gratitude when she treats me to those fish-flavoured 
chewies. There certainly is a kinship between the females of any species, except 
perhaps in the case of dogs. I recall their smells from the shelter; it makes 
my gorge rise at the thought. I am unable to understand what the Deity was 
thinking when she created dogs! 

I live with my aging humans in something called an assisted living residence. 
The facility is large and well appointed (although I rarely venture out… much 
too much human traffic to my liking), and our suite is quite large and well 
furnished. Someone who knows felines well placed the refrigerator with my 
treats in a central space where my whines for attention can be heard in the 
farthest corners. In our short stay thus far I have managed to sharpen my claws 
on almost every chair and sofa. Leather and fine upholstery lend themselves to 
superior finish and sharpness. I do not understand why that seems to disturb my 
humans so much, but many things about them do not make any sense at all. 

I take particular pleasure in the weekly entertainment the management provides 
for me. When the young maids come to clean the suite I enjoy immensely their 
cries of terror when I appear on the scene. My other moments of happiness 
come late in the evening when I am watching the scene outside through 
the rear door window.  One of the male felines from the neighbourhood has 

Neko (continued)
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discovered my viewing place and we commune silently almost nightly. He’s a 
handsome fellow with his black coat, white chest and paws. I think of him as Tom-
Tuxedo! I’d like very much to meet him in person but, alas, I doubt my humans would 
ever permit it.

Well, such is the life of a Kept Kat! Yes, I will use that term even though it is 
demeaning. Yet, I admit my life is satisfactory. I have gained a few ounces around 
the middle since moving into the residence, but not enough to detract from my 
sleek and lithe appearance. My colourful coat is maintained with careful washing 
and grooming—all self-managed—and my claws are perfection. The training of my 
humans is progressing well, although I despair at ever getting the male to throw and 
fetch properly. He seems to think I will do the fetching. I’ll keep trying. A few deeper 
nips on the ankles may help. My lady is nearly complete and we enjoy sharing a 
muffin every morning while she sips on that nauseating coffee she drinks. All in all, 
life is good and I thank a gracious Bastet for her blessings. 

Neko (continued)
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