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Dick Fullmer
Chambers Chapter President

"President's Pondering"

What a great group of members we have in the Chambers Chapter!!  In our last Newsletter
I asked for volunteers to step up and take the Leadership positions that were open for
2020 and beyond.  You all responded with amazing enthusiasm.  All of our positions are
now covered.  First, Connie Clark was elected 2nd Vice President at the Executive
Committee meeting and she will  move thru to 1st VP then President. Thanks Connie for
your commitment to the Chambers Chapter!!

Next, Tony Delisio, in addition to taking the leadership of our Prayer Chain, has agreed to
replace Chuck Zech as World Service Chair.  It will be hard to follow Chuck's awesome
example but if anyone can do it, Tony can.  Good luck, Tony.  I know the Chambers
Chapter will respond to you in a big way!

Then, while discussing next years' reunions John Mack was appointed as co-chair of the
fall reunion and then in succession to a position on the Executive Committee and then
as Treasurer.  Wow, John, you really stepped up in a big way!!  We are all looking forward
to 2020!!  My memory tells me that John Carney and Lowell Nees will also co-chair our 2
reunions; more information to follow.

Finally, Mike Lieber was elected to a position on the Executive Committee as well as
accepting the position of liaison to the National Y Alumni Travel Club.  Mike will keep us
up to date on all of the travel opportunities
that are available to all of us.

MERRY CHRISTMAS



The Mission of the YMCA Alumni is to enable
members to promote a nurturing Worldwide
Christian Fellowship that provides educational,
social and charitable opportunities.

Connect      Travel      Service

Dale Packer

YMCA Alumni National

President



We had a successful YMCA Alumni Central Region Reunion in Louisville, Kentucky. 
The survey to the participants had a great return with 60% answering the survey.  We want
to thank all who took the time to attend and for filling out the survey.  The next YMCA
Alumni reunion will be scheduled for the East Region in 2021 and that committee will use
the survey results to their advantage.  Thanks to Laura Slane and her committee for a
wonderful job.

At the November Board Meeting we voted to support Secours Speciaux with a grant from
the World Brotherhood Fund.  You might remember an earlier letter to you about the Fund
and the purpose of the Fund to support our international YMCA leaders in retirement and
special needs.  We have elected to give Secours Speciaux a grant for four years to support
their international work.  Each year is renewable with YMCA Board approval.

The Vice-Presidents were meeting to discuss and set some operation plans to further
support the work of the chapters in membership retention.  We have a good retention rate,
but can always do better.  We gain a number of new members each year through the first
year free membership.  Our retention rate for their retention is more than we expected at
38%.  

As a YMCA of the USA region consultant I remember some executives saying that they are
comfortable in the job they are doing.  Comfortable can be taken in different ways.  I am
comfortable in the Presidency of YMCA Alumni, but need to be challenged to stay
comfortable.  I see three challenges for 2020:  Chapter growth by retention of new
members; Local YMCA support of their retirees through YMCA Alumni i.e:  fund raising;
and a national service project that all chapters and members can be involved.



Membership Details
From

Dave Patterson

NEW ALUMNI ~ Welcome these new members that have joined the Chambers Chapter
since the September Newsletter:
 

Marge Boyd ~ Pittsburgh, PA
Sam Casalano ~ Greenville, OH

Jared Lehman~ Bluffton, OH
John & Kathy Mack ~ Port Clinton, OH

CHAMBERS CHAPTER by the NUMBERS ~ Chambers Chapter closes out 2019 with
107 Memberships Units = 179 Members.

2019 Membership Statistics ~ 101 membership units = 172 members
20 new memberships
79 renewed memberships
8 Lifetime memberships (age 90+)

RENEW for 2020 ~ The easiest way to renew your YMCA Alumni membership for 2020 is
to go online with just a few clicks.  Go to www.ymcaalumni.org, click on the RENEW
2020 tab and follow the simple directions.

You may also renew by US Mail.  Just fill out the Renewal Form sent out to all members in
November and return with your check or credit card info to Bob Hastedt, PO Box 120989,
Staten Island, NY 10312.

Make Chambers your "home chapter" and join another Chapter with no additional fee. 
Just indicate the name of the additional chapter on your renewal form.

CELEBRATE our NONAGENARIANS ~ The Chambers Chapter is proud to celebrate our
Lifetime Members.
 

Edward Bauer ~ Warren, OH
Franklin Erck ~ Hagerstown, MD
Jean Hedges ~ Columbus, OH



Harold Hewitt ~ Circleville, OH
John Kinsinger ~ Lebanon, OH
Dorothea Lazar ~ Verone, OH
Bruno Ottavi ~ Fort Myers, FL

Marilyn Singerman ~ Kettering, OH

CHAPTER DIRECTORY ~ The Chambers Chapter Directory for 2020 will be distributed to
all members in January following the renewal period.

It's that time of the year again.  Our 2020
Membership Renewal Campaign
officially began Nov. 1 and continues
through Dec. 31, 2019.

You should have received your
Membership Renewal Packet in your
snail mailbox in November and seen it in
our special Membership Edition of The
Connection by mid-November with a
cover story by Bill Cameron, our favorite
writer.  Both contain the renewal
application.

RENEW NOW:  YMCA Alumni offers the opportunity for its members to connect locally,
nationally and internationally.  Joining more than one chapter in addition to your home
chapter?  Just indicate that chapter's name on the renewal form.  There is no
additional fee.  

You can get it done right now by going to www.ymcaalumni.org and clicking on renew
membership or mailing to the address on the form.  Why delay?  



Chuck Zech
World Service Chairman

YMCA World Service

I would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and  a Happy New Year.  As we close
out 2019, we have some work to do, if we are going to reach our World Service goal this
year.

Our goal is to raise $5,000.00 from 35 different donors.  I urge everyone to consider
making a contribution to World Service so we can assist those who are less fortunate



around the world.

I have enjoyed serving as the World Service chairperson of the Chambers Chapter for
several years.  Thanks to all who have supported the cause.

Next year Anthony R. Delisio (Tony) will be serving as your World Service chairperson  I
trust everyone will continue to support his efforts so that the work can be done where the
need exists around the world.

Thus far a total of $3,785.00 has been raised from 23 donors.  Those who have
contributed this year are:  Paul Atkinson, J. Richard Bennett, Donald  Binkley, Harry 
Bradbury, Gayle Brock, John Carney, Constance Clark,Tony Delisio, Mike Frith, Stephen
Gunn, Jean Hedges, Harold Hewitt, James Hofman, Richard Jones, Glenn Kuhn Bruck
McAtee, Ronald Moore Peggy Otke, Dale Packer Michael Todd, Wayne Uhrig, Charles
Zech and the Chambers Chapter.

If you have made a World Service contribution and your name does not appear in this
newsletter article, please give me a call at 513-624-9882 or email me @
chuckymca@aol.com.  Be sure to indicate that you belong to the Chambers Chapter
when making your World Service contribution.

Again, I may be contacting a few past donors to help us increase the sum raised.  Thanks
for everything you do to help those in need.
 



Stay In Touch:  'Like Us' On Facebook
There's lots going on with YMCA Alumni and it's
Chapters.  Events, People and Places, Newsletter,
Board Decisions and much more.  At least one-third of
YMCA Alumni members visit our Facebook Page each
week.  Give it a look!



Steve Gunn

EAF Chairman

Nancy and I want to personally thank each of you for the support to EAF and to World
Service this year.  Yes, it is strange for me to speak on World Service, but I want to take
the liberty in thanking a true gem of the Y movement, Chuck Zech.  Chuck is stepping
down from his role in leading this effort of the Chambers Chapter, but I want to say
"thanks" for his sincere commitment and passion to the effort.  Chuck has become a true
friend of mine since I became involved in the Chapter.  We wish well for him and Ginny and
hope that we can go to a ball game again very soon!  Thanks again sir!  You will be
missed!

This holiday season is a wonderful time of the year for most of us, but there are those
among us that are suffering.  They are suffering from heartache, loss of income, job loss,
family or friend loss, being alone, having anxious feelings, physical issues and the list can



go on and on.  Can it not?  Nancy and I lost a sister this past few months due to
unforeseen circumstances.  This time last year, everything was going well with her and her
family.  It happened very suddenly.  The only thing I can say is hold your loved ones
CLOSE!  Enjoy them and remember that some of our Y retirees that life can be and does
get in the way of happiness.

I am speaking to those who do this normally and in stride most everyday!  Yes that is you! 
You do this without thinking about it most of the time.  Why, it is in your DNA.  It is natural
and normal to reach out and assist.  That is why we went into this thing we call Y work. 
Isn't it?  

Sometimes however, we need to step beyond the things we can do ourselves and trust
some others to do the work we cannot.  Yes, I am speaking about our gifts of not only
ourselves (very important), but our financial gifts as well.  These gifts can be far reaching
and can be very effective. 

I want to let you know that our Chambers Chapter has given over 25 gifts as of this date
totally $3,250 to this year's EAF Fund.  Our goal for this year was set for 40 gifts of
$4,500.  We have not met our financial goal or number of givers.  We need to meet and
exceed our total gifts and givers in 2019.  I am confident of this again.  You have not let
EAF down.  

The goal (getting new people involved)  is the most important goal for us!  I ask you to
consider a gift if you have not already given and if you have, perhaps a second gift before
the year ends. 

Nationally we have awarded 16 Y colleagues over $116,000 to date through EAF, but have
only raised $66,162.  We must meet our budget at a local level to help support others.  We
know the last few months of the year that requests increase, they always do!  These are
our people who we have a common bond that need our help.

Nancy and I are committed to doing all that we can both physically and financially in 2019. 
We have been blessed this year greatly in spite of some setbacks.  I am sure this is true for
you!  

From our house to yours, we wish you a very Merry Christmas and a Wonderful New Year
in 2020.  Stay warm!

Oh, you can go online to give at:  www.ymcaalumni.org or make a check to; EAF @
YMCA of the USA, 101 N. Wacker Drive, 16th floor, Chicago, IL 60606.  Until next time...
Blessings and Hope for you and your family in 2020!



Celebrating The Life Of:

Paul E. McMullen

Feb. 27, 1932 - Sept. 27, 2019



Paul E. McMullen, husband of the late Estelle A. McMullen (nee Krumer) married for 55
years, beloved father of Kathy Clark, Daniel, Michael, Patrick and David McMullen.  Paul 
passed on September 27, 2019, at age 87 years old as a residence of Pierce Twp.

Paul served in the U.S. Army during the Korean War.  Memorials to St. Jude Children's
Research Hospital.

David Edward Schrott

1944 - Sept. 24, 2019

David Schrott, 75, of Bradenton, Florida passed away at home with his wife and children
by his side.  David was born in Pittsburg, PA.  He attended Penn-Hills High School before
graduating from Springfield College in 1966.  After attending college, on a YMCA
scholarship, Dave started his Y career 2 days post college graduation.

As a YMCA executive, and CEO, he lead Y's and helped build communities for 39 years
in:  North Hills PA, Fairborn, OH, Dayton, OH, Tuscaloosa, AL and Bradenton, FL.  Dave
retired from the Manatee County Family YMCA as CEO in 2005.



Neil D. Allen

Feb. 27, 1932 - Dept. 27, 2019
 

Neil D. Allen, 84, of Dearborn, MI.  passed away on September 20, 2019.

He celebrated 59 years of marriage in June with his wife Jean who survives him.  Father of
Beth Allen, Panela Griffith and David Allen.  

A graduate of George Williams College, he worked for 40-plus years with the YMCA
serving in positions in Ohio and Michigan.He was a proud Navy reservist.

Donations can be made in Neil's name to the Henry Ford Village Model Railroad Club or
the Dearborn Rotary Club.

Chambers Chapter Prayer
Chain

Headed by 

Tony Delisio
Providing HOPE and HEALING

In this time of year and all its' focus on shopping for gifts, I want to share with you two gifts
that we can give each other "free of charge".  They are the gifts of HOPE and HEALING!

With the recent launching of The Chambers Chapter Prayer Chain, you now have 
friends that you can turn to in your hour of need.  In reality, these friends were always there
for you.  And they will always be there for you because that is "The Y Way".  Basically, we



want you to know that you are not alone.

Do you have a need for prayer?  Whenever you, a family member or friend is in need of
prayers, you can now turn to your friends with the Chambers Chapter to help lift up your
intentions to God in prayer.

You can email your prayer request to us utilizing the attached Prayer Chain Request
Card.  Phone calls and text messages are also welcome.  Simply contact me, Tony
Delisio, with your prayer request and we will send a message to all Chambers Chapter
members (via email) asking for prayers and healing.

Please send Prayer Chain Request to:

Tony Delisio, Chambers Chapter Prayer Chain Leader 
email:  tdelisio58@gmail.com
Cell phone:  614.581.8417
 





Six years ago, Joyce participated in her first college Y-Club meeting.  A year later, she
became the club president.  Today, Joyce is a dynamic leader and one of four staff at the
Albay YMCA in the Philippines.  As an active member of her Y and Community, Joyce has
helped sustain new programs on education, youth development and reproductive health.

Albay is a province of about 1 million people and home to several volcanoes, lake and vast
ocean front, creating a large tourism and agricultural industry.  While boasting beautiful
wildlife, Albay is subject to regular natural disasters, including typhoons and volcanic
eruptions, which heighten the risk for poverty, unemployment and displacement.



Mount Mayon, an
active and sacred
volcano in Albay

The Albay Y works in neighborhoods to address pressing community needs, serving over
three thousand youth annually.  The Philippines has the second highest rate of teenage
pregnancy in Southeast Asia, and is one of the most critical issues affecting young people
in Albay.  Especially in rural areas, young parents often do not finish their education and
are trapped in the cycle of poverty.

The Y responded with a Youth Health Ambassadors program - a young led peer-to-peer
program model that promotes youth education, reproductive options and rights.  Youth
ambassadors meet with young people in their communities and schools to create an
inclusive environment to talk about reproductive rights and education.  

"Local issues have an impact on the global scale.  When we address reproductive
access in our YMCA, we know that it is affecting more than just our community, but
also national statistics and how the world see our country.  This work can affect a
huge system." - Joyce



"I feel empowered.  In college I was really shy and only cared about my studies.  I
didn't care about my community issues.  Today, what I appreciate most is that I am
able to help my fellow Filipino youth.  The YMCA has given me self-fulfillment".  -
Joyce

Thank you for supporting young leaders like Joyce who know their community and what it
needs to thrive.  Together, the Y is making a profound impact beyond cities, countries and
borders.  Thank you for believing in the global impact of Y work and standing with young
leaders like Joyce.  Consider making a holiday gift to World Service today!





Wayne Uhrig - Chamber's Historian

The History of the General Convention of Sioux YMCAs

In 1862, the Dakota People, tired of semi-starvation and poverty, took part in an ill-faded
war meant to push white settlers out of their lands in Minnesota.  At the end of a brief war,
160 Dakota warriors were captured and sentenced to hang.  In 1864, President Abraham
LIncoln commuted the sentences of 120 of the younger men.  However, 40 other warriors
were hung from a single scaffold in Mankato, MN., making it the largest mass execution in
U.S. HIstory.  

These younger Indian men languished in a military prison.  Volunteers from the Young
Men's Christian Association visited them, bringing clothing, bedding, English language
lessons and Christianity.  

Thomas Wakeman, son of Chief Little Crow,
organized the first Sioux Indian YMCA in
1879.

The Dakota men were so impressed with the compassion of these YMCA volunteers, that
upon their release in 1879, some of them, including Chief Little Crow's son, Thomas



Wakeman, started the Koskaba Okadiciye, a Young Man's Association.  In 1885 they were
recognized by the National YMCA movement and changed their name to Sioux Young
Men's Christian Association.  Their goal then, as it still is today, was to teach and
encourage the values of Wawokiye, Woksape, Ohitika, and Wa o'hola or Generosity,
Wisdom, Bravery and Respect.  

Dr. Charles A. Eastman, Ohlyesa, a member of
the Santee Sioux, formerly with the Indian
Health Service during the Wounded Knee
Massacre, was selected by the National YMCA
to head the Indian office in 1894.  He was the
first Sioux YMCA Executive Director.

Change and growth have continued.  In 1970 the Sioux YMCAs voted to become a family
association  and in 1971 a summer residential camp, YMCA Camp Leslie Marrowbone was
started.  The YMCA was incorporated in 1972, became a member of the National Council
of YMCAs in 1977 and assured full responsibility for fund raising in 1983.  

Today, the General Convention of Sioux YMCAs, with a Lakota Board of Directors and
supported by a dedicated Board of Trustees, operated youth, recreational and camping
programs that serve youth and families spread out among isolated villages on the 4,500
square mile Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe Reservation.



The original log cabin of the Sioux YMCA

This Is One For The History Books!

The above picture is of "The" Dick Bennett teaching a session on manners at the second
Leaders Training School at Camp Moores in Zanesville, Ohio.  I was demonstrating the
proper way for girls to apply makeup.  In that we had no girls, I used Dick Jones from our
Youngstown Leaders Club.

The above picture is of "The" Dick Bennett teaching a session on manners at the second
Leaders Training School at Camp Moores in Zanesville, Ohio.  I was demonstrating the
proper way for girls to apply makeup.  In that we had no girls, I used Dick Jones from our
Youngstown Leaders Club.



Psalms 119:105
Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.

Connect



September 2019 YMCA Alumni Reunion

Louisville, KY
Another successful Alumni Reunion is in the books.  We had 13 members of Chambers
Chapter in attendance.  Beginning with the opening night on the Belle of Louisville and fun
tours, to the educational and informative workshops and catching up with old and new
friends, alumni from all over the country enjoyed the conference.  If you missed the 2019
Reunion, make plans to get in on all of the fun at the 2021 Reunion which will be hosted by
the East Region.  Watch for dates and location information in future editions of our
Chambers Chatter and Connections Newsletter.  Attached are a few pictures from the
conference.  



Phyllis Carney with jockey and waring her Kentucky Derby Hat

John & Phyllis Carney - Glenn & Gen Kuhn                      Dale Packer ready to             
                                                                                        party on the Belle of Louisville 



Wendy Mangino & Dick Jones                          John Carney & Glenn Kuhn at               
                                                                   Louisville's Newest YMCA 

Reunion Training                                        Opening Session on the Belle of Louisville 

Spring Reunion

May 13th & 14th, 2020



The Chambers Chapter Spring Reunion will be May 13th and 14th, 2020.  Activities will
be scheduled around The Cleveland Rock and Roll Hall of Fame museum on Thursday
May 14th.

Rooms have been reserved at the Fairfield Inn in Avon, Ohio.  They will be our host hotel
across from the French Creek YMCA along I-90, just west of Cleveland.

The rest of the details are being finalized.  Such as restaurants, service project, golf side
trips or activities, YMCA tour etc. 

Look Out For
 

Coming Reunion in the Fall 
of 2020

Lake Erie & Put-In-Bay



Information to Follow

Travel

2020:  Come Along With Us
And Travel

Be sure to check out our brand new Official YMCA Alumni Information Center.  Go to
ymcaalumni.org and click on travel club or go directly to
https://www.ymcaalumnitravelclub.org and take a magic carpet ride to complete details
on all 2020 adventures and a sneak preview of the first 2021 trip to be unveiled. (Hint:  It's
a Viking Ocean Cruise you won't want to miss.)

Book now as sign-ups continue for the YMCA Alumni Travel Club's exciting journeys in
2020; some trips are close to filling;  Colors of Provence River Cruise (April) ; Norway's



Fjords and Ireland and Iceland Ocean Cruises ( May-June); Republic of Georgia
(Sept.); Portugal's River of Gold River Cruise (Oct.), and Canyon Country Adventure
(Oct.).  All YMCA Alumni members, friends and families may participate in Travel Club
adventures.

Your Travel Club Committee is in the process of finalizing all 2021 adventures.  Visit the
Information Center often.  But, the first exciting trip is open for registration (Viking
Ocean Cruise).

Serve

Volunteer Opportunity with the
Sioux YMCA in South Dakota

Start Planning Your Trip



Would you consider volunteering a week of your time to expand your horizon and make
a difference in the lives of Sioux Indian kids?  There is a trip planned for June 8-14, 2020,
shortly before the camp opens.  More information will follow in the March newsletter.  If you
are interested now for more information you can contact our Chapters representative,
Wayne Uhrig at:  wuhrig.msusports@gmail.com.

Serving Opportunities
As a Chapter of the YMCA Alumni one of our goals is to SERVE.  We are alway looking
for serves projects all over our Chapter.  It could even be a project in a local area that two,
three or more could give time and talent to accomplish.  Let us know!  We are here to
serve our fellow retirees, neighbors or community.  God gave us all talents and we should
share them with others.

Editorial Notes

Mike and Jackie Frith

As we enter this season of love, hope and giving, let's remember how blessed we all are
and count our blessings.  With this in mind, we should look for opportunities to help our



fellow man. This isn't a time to be shy and stand back waiting for the Church or someone
else to come forward. Let's actively seek someone to help. Check on your neighbors, your
friends and members of your church.  Sitting by someone who might not look exactly like
you can be a way to show God's love and give Hope to a stranger.

March Newsletter:  The deadline for pictures, articles and information is Feb. 19, 2020. 

Special Note:  Due to the fact that I am to become Chapter President Jan. 2021, we have
started to look for someone or a couple to assume the responsibilities of editing the
Chapter Newsletter.  If you think that you might be interested or have any questions please
contact us.  If you are interested, we will train you.  Typing is the only requirement that you
need.  Hunt and peck will work, but it will take a little longer.

Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year



http://www.twitter.com/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://mailchimp.com/


Copyright © *|2019|* *|YMCA Alumni - Chambers Chapter|*, All rights reserved.
 *|Chambers Chatter|*

Our mailing address is:
*|mjfrith9395@gmail.com|*

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.

 

This email was sent to AYRNEWS@icloud.com 
why did I get this?    unsubscribe from this list    update subscription preferences 

Chambers Chapter · 378 Riverpoinyte Dr. · #9 · Dayton, Ky 41074 · USA 

https://davria.us16.list-manage.com/profile?u=5cc990994353f2277c05e4f0d&id=3216e5c00d&e=0c436d32f5
https://davria.us16.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=5cc990994353f2277c05e4f0d&id=3216e5c00d&e=0c436d32f5&c=58dca9ef9b
mailto:AYRNEWS@icloud.com
https://davria.us16.list-manage.com/about?u=5cc990994353f2277c05e4f0d&id=3216e5c00d&e=0c436d32f5&c=58dca9ef9b
https://davria.us16.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=5cc990994353f2277c05e4f0d&id=3216e5c00d&e=0c436d32f5&c=58dca9ef9b
https://davria.us16.list-manage.com/profile?u=5cc990994353f2277c05e4f0d&id=3216e5c00d&e=0c436d32f5
http://www.mailchimp.com/monkey-rewards/?utm_source=freemium_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=monkey_rewards&aid=5cc990994353f2277c05e4f0d&afl=1

