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Hello Craig,

I never imagined I would be writing the
June President’s comments from the
confines of our home where, like all of
you and most of the country, we are
doing the best we can every single
day.

As our country deals with the devastating impact of COVID-19 in our
lives, our health, and our economy, we are also facing the challenges
of deep-seated inequality in our society—inequality that shows itself in
myriad ways, including blatant discrimination and, unfortunately, hate.

My wife Judy and I have been trying to learn
something new every day, even about
ourselves and each other. I am sure you are
doing the same. As we reflect on who we are
and on what values really matter, I find myself
coming back to the many life-long lessons I
learned at the Y: the importance of family,
friends, and a strong community; the presence
of God in our lives, however we experience
that presence; and the joy of sharing and
supporting each other, regardless of social or
economic status, regardless of age or gender
or race or belief system.  

May we join together today to create a better tomorrow, a future not of
plague but of health, not of strife but of peace, not of fear but of love. I
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plague but of health, not of strife but of peace, not of fear but of love. I
look forward to the time when we can gather together again in person,
to share hugs and handshakes and fellowship. Until then, stay safe and
stay strong. 

Vic!r Bo"#o,Vic!r Bo"#o,
President

The Desire To Travel Once Again: 'With Friends'

Travel may be the last thing of importance to
people as we are in various stages of "stay at
home" and other changes in our lives. Safety
and health are paramount to us in the most
vulnerable age group. It is better to be safe
than sorry.

At the same time travel remains an interest to
many YMCA Alumni and we continue to
monitor this world-impacting coronavirus.

Travel has been severely impacted by COVID-19 and it is unclear when
it will abate, though we can sense it starting to ease a bit. Our Travel
Club-sponsored trips to Provence in April and Norway and Iceland in
late May/early June have been cancelled. The trip to Republic of
Georgia in September is on, at least for now, as is the river cruise to
Portugal and the Canyonlands trip in October.

Other Travel Club notes:
All of this information is updated on our YMCA Alumni Travel Information
Center website. Be sure to subscribe to our free YMCA Alumni Travel
Club newsletter -- GOING PLACES. Next issue is July 15. See buttons
below yo access either.

The Hawaii trip has been changed to a cruise-only trip as Norwegian
Cruise Line only offers that at this time. The Viking ocean cruise in late
April/May is on and has almost thirty travelers signed up right now. The
river cruise in October to the Rhine has about 10 signed up for that trip.

We have just added, at the request of
many members, Maritime Colors, a semi-
domestic ocean cruise on Royal Caribbean
through New England and Canadian
coasts -- New York to New Brunswick -- in
October 2021 when the fall colors are
peaking.
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peaking.

Lastly we are working with planning committee for
the National YMCA Alumni reunion in Jan. 2022 in
New Orleans to offer pre/post travel opportunities.
Details to come later.

God bless to all of you; stay safe, be vigilant in your
social distancing as we will never forget the impact
this Covid-19 has had on our world.

Patrick Murphy, Travel Club Committee Chair                  
Steve Mott, Chapter Travel Chair

Fred Pahl, Member, Travel Club Committee

CLICK TO SUBSCRIBE
TO 'GOING PLACES'

CLICK FOR TRAVEL
CLUB INFO

News Along The Marston Grapevine...

Karen Kohl and Steve
Mott have had six
different trips cancelled
since February: three

were camping; one wedding of a friend up in the Sacramento area; a
great niece graduation from James Madison University in Virginia; and
our annual volunteer time at Best Friends Animal Sanctuary up in Kanab,
Utah. Several more trips on the calendar through the end of November.
We'll see how it goes! As the Marston Chapter reps with the YMCA
Alumni Travel Club, I want to remind all our Chapter members of the
YMCA Alumni Travel Club newsletter "GOING PLACES". This is a free
email newsletter to which you can subscribe. Click on the button in the
Travel Club story above. The May issue has just come out and includes
many trip suggestions for 2021. Also, mark your calendar now for the
January 2022 YMCA Alumni Reunion to be held in New Orleans. Hope
travel plans for us all will be back on track soon. Stay safe and healthy.

Steve Rowe will represent our chapter on the National
Alumni Task Force to help develop a plan for a National
Service Project in which we all can get involved. It will be
an exciting project and will help a deserving community
somewhere in the future. Lou Falk, Committee Chair has
one requirement; he wants it to be "challenging, do-able
and sustainable year after year."
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and sustainable year after year."

Victor and Judy Botello experienced a
blessing March 6. Their oldest
grandchild—Sabrina, 25, married Eddie
Alvarado, her sweetheart of several
years. The wedding took place in
Orlando, Fla. where Sabrina’s mom
(their daughter) and dad live. Judy
and Victor flew to Orlando and had a
wonderful time seeing family and
friends. What a blessing to live to
dance at a grandchild’s wedding!

Rick and Lorraine Riehman,
along with 10 other people
from Maranatha Chapel have
brought a worship service to
the residents at Boulder Creek
Nursing Home during
May. They conducted the
service from an outdoor
patio. “It’s been
wonderful! The response from

the residents has been heart rendering," says Rick. Rick and Lorraine also
have been involved with making face masks and have distributed over
1,000 homemade masks to their congregation plus the staff at Scripps
Clinic and Boulder Creek. 

Pattie and Steve Griffin are enjoying their three
granddaughters Olivia 6, Brooklyn 5 and
Marlee 5 months especially after not being
able to see them as much due to COVID-
19. The family will gather on June 14 for baby
Marlee’s baptism in Dana Point which
happens to also be the same day that Pattie’s
Mom went to heaven and is also Flag Day!

Bea Halk continues to work part-time for The
Immaculata Church on the USD Campus. 
However, her desk is currently the dining room
table, and her work with families is on Zoom,
emails etc. “I was thrilled to be able to celebrate



emails etc. “I was thrilled to be able to celebrate
Mothers Day at my daughter’s house but other
than that have been homebound for 3
months. I’ve expanded my spare time to

gardening which includes planting both flowers and veggies. My little
helper (Malia, my granddaughter) loves to water “her” plants and takes
all the credit. She is having fun exploring not only plants but also bugs,
rocks and whatever she can find on our neighborhood walks.” 

Gerry Martin shares that
Roger’s garden was in full
bloom this spring with
Epiphyllum’s in constant
blooms of red, pink,
yellow and white. Gerry is
teaching herself to pot
plants for the first time as
that
was Roger’s joy. Gerry says that the stay at home order has allowed her
to relive their 45 years together and before, as she has gone through
voluminous files and boxes of pictures and various documents. 

Gerry offers a special thanks to our fellow member and her
neighbor, Bea Halk who has been a real blessing by stepping in and
providing so much help with Roger’s Celebration. "I look forward to
seeing everyone at future Marston Chapter meetings.”

Our Thoughts And Prayers...

Oscar Escalada continues his recovery from stroke
through hard work and his faith and family. We are all
grateful for his progress and look forward to seeing him
again. Thanks for sharing the videos sent via email of his
great progress. Oscar, you truly are a champion.

Hank Walling lovingly requests fellow chapter members include he and
his wife Ann in your thoughts and prayers as they are both experiencing
health issues: Ann has been diagnosed with COPD and Hank is
beginning 10 daily sessions of radiation treatments in two locations of
bone cancer. Hank shares that he has minimal pain which has just
begun only recently. Ann is experiencing some coughing. Hank says,
“We really are very grateful for our quality of life at this moment, though
we know what lies ahead!  We pray others are well and find that God is
good and always faithful!” Contact Hank and Ann or call (951) 304-
9258.
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Thought For The Day: "Heavenly Father, teach us that even if we can't
do great things, we can at least do small things in a great way. May we
always be sincere in our efforts to help others in need."
--Rick Riehman

We Remember...
William Ian Anderson

William Ian Anderson, beloved Husband of June E.
Anderson, passed away March 28, 2020 in Solana
Beach, California. Ian was born in London,
England August 20, 1923 to Major William Anderson
and Gladys Stirling Anderson. He visited his
grandparents, (William and Jean) in Sydney,
Australia from 1926-1928, then moved to
Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada.

Ian served in the Canadian Merchant Marines
during World War II, 1943-1945, taking part in many
Convoys in Wartime areas. After the war, he
graduated from the University of British Columbia in

1948 with a B.A. degree in Psychology.

Ian married June E. Dunn in 1949 in Victoria, B.C. They celebrated their
55th Anniversary in 2004. June passed away in 2005 in Solana Beach,
Calif.

He was a YMCA Director for 37 years, in Victoria, B.C., Seattle, Wash.,
Anchorage, Alaska (where he started the first Community YMCA (1957-
63), Westchester (Los Angeles) CA., Tustin, CA., La Jolla, CA., and
Ventura, CA.

He then worked as bank Manager of the Great American Bank in La
Jolla Shores and Rancho Santa Fe, Calif. He retired in 1990, but
continued as a fund raiser for the La Jolla YMCA.
 
He was President of La Jolla Rotary in 1982-83 and later a member of
the Rancho Santa Fe Rotary from 1987-90. Ian and June were both Paul
Harris Fellows.

He volunteered for 10 years as Ambassador Captain at the Lomas Santa
Fe Executive Golf Course (1990-2000).

Marston YMCA Alumni Chapter Leaders



Thank you to the following YMCA Alumni members for volunteering to
help our chapter and serve as board officers and members at large

for 2020-2022:

President: Victor Botello
Vice President/Membership: Jeanne Schmelzer
Vice President/Progams: Steve Rowe
Secretary: Steve Totten
Treasurer: Julie Rose
EAF Chair: Bill Parkhurst
World Service Chair: Rick Riehman
Newsletter Coordinator: Pattie Griffin
Friendship:  Barbara Parkhurst
Health and Fitness: Gary Wegener

Past President: Sam Wurtzbacher
Honorary Member: Bea Halk YMCA Hall of Fame

Click on name in blue to send email.

The mission of YMCA Alumni is "to enable members to promote a
nurturing worldwide Christian Fellowship that provides educational,

social, service and charitable opportunities."
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